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Teaching all Students to Read Well by Third
Grade: Is it Really Possible?

Joseph K. Torgesen, Ph.D., W. Russell and Eugenia Morcom Chair of
Psychology and Education, Florida State University; IDA Board Member

Presentation will describe the most critical features in the Kennewick School
district (WA) to help 90% of their students reach grade level standards in
reading by end of third grade.

Preventing Reading Failure: 
What’s Really Possible

Patricia G. Mathes, Ph.D., Texas Instruments Chair of Reading, Professor of
Literacy and Language Learning, Southern Methodist University

Presentation will examine results from several reading failure prevention
studies conducted in first grade to determine if reading failure can really be
prevented for nearly all children.

Early Reading Intervention: What Works and
What Doesn’t in the Classroom?

Benita A. Blachman, Ph.D., Trustee Professor of Education and Psychology,
Syracuse University

Presentation will review studies providing reading intervention, 2nd and 3rd
graders with reading disabilities and challenges of implementing a modified
version of this intervention to prevent reading failure in 1st grade classrooms.

The Implementation Challenge: 
The Elephant in the Room

G. Reid Lyon, Ph.D., Distinguished Research Scholar, University of Texas-
Dallas; IDA Board Member

No matter how strong a prevention and early intervention initiative, its
usefulness is limited unless it is implemented with fidelity. Conditions under
which effective programs can be scaled and sustained will be presented.

What We’ve Learned about Early Reading Intervention — What’s Next? 
After almost three decades of focused research from such diverse fields as linguistics, medicine, education, and psychology, we now have a
strong understanding of how children learn to read. This symposium focuses on the latest research in prevention and intervention of reading
disabilities in grades K-3. Participants will learn about the latest research-based classroom and district practices across the country and
gain ideas for how to apply the research in their own settings.

Chair: Susan M. Smartt, Ph.D., Senior Research Associate, Vanderbilt University

S97 SYMPOSIUM

SATURDAY
P half day  9:00 - 11:50 a.m. NOV. 1

Past Branch

Presidents’ Breakfast
7:00 - 8:30 a.m.

Reunite with Past Branch Presidents from across the country and rekindle

old friendships . . . and make a few new ones too!

$35 per person
Registration required (see page 50)
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Welcome and Overview

Jeffrey L. Black, M.D., Chair 

Promoting Reading Development: 
Helping the Child at Risk for Dyslexia 

Sue Jones, M.A., CCC-SLP, Speech-Language Pathologist, Luke Waites
Center for Dyslexia and Learning Disorders 

Factors that make children at risk for dyslexia and the distinguishing features
of normal and potentially deviant early reading development will be
presented. Participants will learn about activities and resources that families
can use to enhance early reading skills.

Collaborating With the School: Receiving
Evaluation and Management Services for the
Student with Dyslexia 

E. Vennecia Jackson, M.D., Director of Diagnostic Services, Luke Waites
Center for Dyslexia and Learning Disorders

An overview of the key components of education law will allow participants to
understand family’s rights and the school’s obligations when assessing and
instructing the student with dyslexia.

Making the Transition: Getting the Adolescent
with Dyslexia Ready for College

Marsha B. Carpenter, M.D., Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrician, Luke
Waites Center for Dyslexia and Learning Disorders, Clinical Instructor of
Pediatrics, University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center

The move from high school to college places new demands on students with
dyslexia to demonstrate proficiency on entrance examinations, select the
university best suited to their needs and secure appropriate accommodations.
The parents’ role in transition planning will be discussed and will focus on
the differences between high school and college, and the essential steps that
must be taken to reach self-advocacy.

Fostering Strengths and Building Self-Esteem
in Children with Dyslexia and Related Disorders 

Monte Davenport, Ph.D., Diagnostic Services Coordinator, Luke Waites
Center for Dyslexia and Learning Disorders

Children with dyslexia are vulnerable to feelings of low self-esteem, which
may lead to sadness and a loss of motivation to read and learn. Participants
will learn how to recognize low self-esteem and how to nurture a resilience
that protects against this outcome. Specific interventions that foster self-
esteem at home and at school will be presented.

Questions/Answers 

Parenting the Child with Dyslexia
This symposium is designed to help parents, and those who advise and counsel them, to support the academic success of children with
dyslexia from preschool through college.

Chair: Jeffrey L. Black, M.D., Medical Director of the Luke Waites Center for Dyslexia and Learning Disorders, Texas Scottish Rite Hospital
for Children, Clinical Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center 

S98 SYMPOSIUM

SATURDAY
NOV. 1  9:00 - 11:50 a.m. P half day

While IDA is pleased to present a forum for presentations, advertising, and

exhibiting to benefit those concerned with dyslexia and related learning differences,

it is not our policy to recommend or endorse any specific program, product, speaker,

exhibitor, institution, company, or instructional material.
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SATURDAY
P 110 minutes  9:00 - 10:50 a.m. NOV. 1

+

Unlocking the Living
Landscape of Language:
Syllables and Beyond 

Wendy Sweeney Canning, F/AOGPE, Dean of
Academics and Language Training, Pine Ridge
School 

Christine Evans, F/AOGPE, Tutorial Supervisor,
Pine Ridge School 

Presenters will describe the principles and
understandings that are inherent to the Orton-
Gillingham approach, and help to ensure the
success of this approach, when applied to teaching
both children and adolescents with LD about the
underlying structures of language and the essential
principles that allow internalization and
generalization, including integration of syllable
division, accenting, and morphology.

Morphology, Content
Standards, and Integration 

Ronald Yoshimoto, F/AOGPE, Resource
Teacher/Trainer, Hawaii Department of Education 

In this hands-on workshop, the presenter will
discuss the importance of teaching morphology
relative to content standards and how to integrate
it with science, social studies, math, vocabulary,
and thinking skills. Participants will receive a CD
with materials.

Learning Disabilities in
College: A Student Perspective 

Alexa Taylor, Learning Disabilities Specialist,
Southern Methodist University 

Matt Tunnell, Estee Simpkins, Rachael Russell,
Callan Harrison, Students, Southern Methodist
University

A panel of college students with learning differences
examine the journey they have taken, starting with
applying to colleges, adjusting to college-level
coursework, becoming independent, and learning to
self-advocate based on their learning issues.

Reading Instruction Aligned
with a Theory of Cognition
Produces Significant Increases
in Phonological Awareness,
Orthographic Processing, and
Reading Comprehension 

Nanci Bell, M.A., Co-Founder & Director,
Lindamood-Bell Learning Processes 

Paul Worthington, Executive Director of Research
& Development, Lindamood-Bell Learning
Processes

Lynn Flowers, Ph.D., Assistant Professor,
Wake Forest University Health Sciences

Instruction to develop dual coding, stimulating
imagery to interact with language, results in
significant reading gains. This ability is more 
highly predictive than phoneme awareness in
measuring areas of reading and comprehension.
The presenters will explain dual coding theory,
the interplay between the nonverbal and verbal
mental codes, and the relationship of dual coding
to decoding reading comprehension and fluency.

S100S99 S102

S101

Scholarship Donations
Many educators from general and special education programs in private and
public school districts are not able to attend our Annual Conference due to
budgetary constraints. Sessions at the Annual Conference provide immediate,
hands-on training for these teachers to take back to their classrooms.
Hundreds of children benefit from the experience of one teacher.

IDA's Conference Scholarship for Teachers provides full registration for qualified
applicants. Last year, more than 120 teachers were able to attend over 2,950
hours of sessions because of generous donations from our attendees.

To make your donation to the IDA Conference Scholarship for Teachers fund,
please see the enclosed Registration Form, or go online to www.interdys.org.
Thank you for your support!

“I was able to go back 
to my students and 
try new things.”
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Pathways to Written
Expression Difficulties in
Individuals with Dyslexia and
Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity
Disorder 

Karen Ghelani, Ph.D., Psychologist, Hospital for
Sick Children

This presentation will explore the various pathways
to written expression difficulties in students with
dyslexia and ADHD. The theoretical underpinnings
as well as clinical examples will be presented with
implications for remediation.

Hand to Hand: 
Cursive through Art 

Eileen Tresansky, Language Arts Director,
The Bridge Academy 

Sarah Bernotas, Art Teacher, The Bridge Academy 

This session actively involves participants in
learning to motivate students with drawing
exercises used in art classes at The Bridge
Academy. These exercises strengthen the fine
motor skills needed for successful cursive
handwriting.

Reading Comprehension: 
A Complex Multidimensional
Construct 

Nancy Hennessy, M.Ed., President, The
Consulting Network, IDA Past President

Understanding that comprehension is not a 
unitary construct is critical to informed instruction.
Participants in this session will explore the 
multidimensional nature of reading comprehension
from four perspectives: definition, contributors,
instructional strategy, and assessment.

Measuring Reading
Comprehension in Groups: 
A Review of the Test of Silent
Contextual Reading Fluency 

Elizabeth A. Allen, Ph.D., Test Development
Department Head, PRO-ED Publishing

Laura Rogers, M.A., Research Associate,
PRO-ED Publishing 

This presentation will review the most recent
innovation in group measurement of reading
comprehension, the Test of Silent Contextual
Reading Fluency (TOSCRF). Dr. Allen, the director
of research at PRO-ED Publishing, provides a
thorough review of the Test of Silent Contextual
Reading Fluency (TOSCRF), including
administration, scoring, and the characteristics of
reliability and validity.

(PRODUCT PRESENTATION)

It’s Not Dyslexia but These
Children Can’t Read! 

Janice Sammons, M.A., Student, University of
Arizona

Nancy Mather, Ph.D., Professor, University of
Arizona

Presenters will review two case studies in which
students do not fall into a typical category (i.e.,
dyslexia) for special education services but require
specialized instruction for reading.

Introduction to Digital
Accessible Books and
Materials for the Dyslexic
Student 

Susie Lynn McKinnon, Education Outreach
Manager, Benetech/Bookshare.org 

This session will give attendees a concrete
understanding about how digital accessible books
or alternative book formats offer equal access and
remove barriers that individuals with dyslexia may
have with the common print book. Examples of
how digital accessible text is accessed and utilized
in and out of the classroom will be covered, and
ideas and concepts encompassing the usage of
assistive technology with digital accessible text
files will be discussed.

S104

S103 S105

SATURDAY
NOV. 1  9:00 - 9:50 a.m. P 50 minutes

S107

S106 S108

Please remember to designate a first AND second

choice when registering for sessions.
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Research-Based, Multisensory
Writing Strategies for Students
with Learning Disabilities 

Emily Levy, Dr., Educational Specialist, EBL
Coaching 

The presenter will discuss research-based,
multisensory strategies for developing the written
language skills of students with learning
disabilities.

Which Words to Teach in This
Book? 

Suzanne Coutchie, M.A., Private Practitioner

Vocabulary is an important literacy skill necessary
for comprehension. Presenter will offer ideas for
vocabulary selection from common middle and
high school literature and demonstrate effective
activities for instruction.

A Research-Based Model for
Early Identification of Students
at Risk for Reading Difficulties 

Catherine Christo, Ph.D., Professor,
California State University, Sacramento

This presentation provides a model for the early
identification of students at risk for reading
difficulties that incorporates research on risk
factors, early reading, and related cognitive
processes.

Rebuilding the Teacher Tool
Kit: Focus on Comprehension 

Jenny Hamilton, M.Ed., National Literacy Trainer,
Sopris West Educational Services 

Susan Rampp-Niette, M.C.D., CCC, National
Literacy Trainer, Sopris West Educational Services

Improve reading comprehension across the
curriculum by restructuring the approach to teaching
vocabulary, grammar, text structure, and written
expression. Presenters will demonstrate explicit,
interactive strategies that build deeper knowledge.

Integrating Digital Text into the
Life of a Person with Dyslexia:
Resources, Research,
Demonstrations, Applications,
Usage, Measurement, and
Laws 

Brenda McBride, Product Manager, Humanware 

Susie Lynn McKinnon, Education Outreach
Manager, Bookshare.org

Allison Seidel, M.A., ET/P, Educational Therapist 

Presenters give attendees hands-on experience
with assistive technology, including a demonstration
of digital text, examples of how assistive technology
benefits students with dyslexia in and out of the
classroom, and ways to measure its success.

PART A: Computer Intervention
with Embedded Assessment:
Initial Outcomes of Preliminary
Computer RTI Study and
Continuous Assessment and
Refinement of Instruction
During Intervention 

Barbara Wise, Ph.D., Fellow, Institute of Cognitive
Science, University of Colorado at Boulder 

Sarel Van Vuuren, Ph.D., Fellow, Institute of
Cognitive Science, University of Colorado at
Boulder

Presentation of a new engaging reading program
that shows promise for independent intervention.
Speakers describe how it provides individualized
review and dynamic assessment and discuss
outcomes from a preliminary study of RTI.

PART B: Independent and
Adaptive Reading Assessments:
Innovations in the Adaptive
Evaluation of Reading
Comprehension and Emerging
Patterns in the Innovative
Evaluation of Comprehension 

Barbara Wise, Ph.D., Fellow, Institute of Cognitive
Science, University of Colorado at Boulder

Lynn E. Snyder, Ph.D., Director, Center for
Language & Learning, University of Colorado at
Boulder 

The presenters discuss an engaging assessment
system called ICARE that uses Item Response
Theory, technology, and innovative informational
passages to conduct original and efficient
independent evaluations of individual differences in
reading comprehension.

SATURDAY
P 50 minutes  10:00 - 10:50 a.m. NOV. 1

S112 S113 S114

“The information that I obtained in your conference will allow
me to provide better assessment and intervention services and

advocacy for my clients.”

SATURDAY
P 110 minutes  10:00 - 11:50 a.m. NOV. 1

S110

S109 S111
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SATURDAY
NOV. 1  11:00 - 11:50 a.m. P 50 minutes

Multisensory Expository
Writing Strategies for Dyslexic
Students in High School 

Ellen Elizabeth Richardson, Special Education
Teacher, Fort Mill High School

Elke Schneider, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, SPED,
Winthrop University, College of Education 

Dyslexic high school students often cannot write
simple paragraphs. They need evidence-based
strategies to meet classroom and testing
expectations. The presenters share several
multisensory structured strategies including a
teacher’s action research.

All Students Engaged All the
Time! 

Heather Ann Haynes, M.A., Project Coordinator,
Higher Education Collaborative, Vaughn Gross
Center for Reading and Language Arts 

Martha C. Hougen, Ph.D., Project Manager, Texas
Reading First Higher Education Collaborative (HEC),
University of Texas at Austin

This session will emphasize activities for 
educators to engage students and provide 
multiple opportunities for practice. Be prepared 
to experience at least 25 ways to ensure student
learning! 

Ying and Yang: Syllables and
Morphemes 

Jean Schedler, Ph.D., Educational Consultant,
Schedler Educational Consulting

Ellen Bitler, Clinician 

This interactive session is designed for teachers
working with struggling students, 3rd grade and
above, who need to transition from the decoding of
words (i.e., syllables) to the meaning of words (i.e.,
morphemes). Specific strategies will be presented.

Word Smarts: Morphology
Development and Advanced
Decoding 

William Van Cleave, M.A., Educational Consultant,
V.C. Educational Consulting 

Participants will learn characteristics of languages
that contributed to English, study advanced
decoding and vocabulary strategies, and review
activities that can be used with students.

Transitioning from High School
to College: A Journey 

Jennifer Zvi, Ph.D., Learning Disability Specialist,
California State University, Northridge

The presenter will provide information regarding
the requirements and considerations for a
meaningful transition from high school to college
that includes identifying attributes contributing to
success, accommodations, and compensatory
strategies fostering achievement.

Verbal Auditory Processing
Disorder (Auditory Dyslexia) for
Teachers and Parents 

Jean Osman, M.A., Retired Executive Director,
Dyslexia Institute of Minnesota 

Verbal-auditory processing problems create
significant interference in students’ lives, especially
when misunderstood. This presentation is an
overview of verbal auditory processing problems
with testing results and observable signs to identify
struggling students; a brief explanation to describe
the problem to parents or students; and specifics
teachers and parents can do to make appropriate
accommodations and to plan instruction.

Evaluation of the Writing Road
to Reading 

Gary Bitter, Ph.D., Professor, Arizona State
University

Mary White, Ph.D., Senior Research Specialist,
Arizona State University

Presenters share their evaluation and findings of 
the effectiveness of the Writing Road to Reading
program in helping children attain critical reading
skills.

S115

S116

S117

S118

S119

S120

S121
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From Research to Practice in UDL: Guidelines
for Reducing “Teaching Disabilities”

David H. Rose, Ph.D., CAST

Central to UDL is the recognition that the curriculum is disabled: it is unable
to meet the needs of diverse learners, often because the teaching methods
and materials that support it are inflexible. Building on Vygotsky (1978), a
UDL-based curriculum supports the diverse recognition networks, diverse
strategic networks, and diverse affective networks of individual learners,
resulting in highly flexible, customizable instructional environments.

The speaker will discuss UDL Guidelines for translating research into effective
classroom practice that includes all learners.

Laying a Better Foundation: Public Policy,
NIMAS and Accessible Instructional Materials
for Everyone

David H. Rose, Ph.D., CAST

The most common learning technology in classrooms—the printed
textbook—raises many barriers for students who have disabilities or other
differences. Students who are blind or dyslexic for example, find many
barriers to learning in such textbooks. The key to Universal Design for
Learning is maximizing flexibility—in materials, in learning strategies, and in
assessments—that reduce barriers and provide alternative paths to the same
high standards for all students.

IDEA ’04 made an important first step in ensuring the flexibility of classroom
materials by establishing the National Instructional Materials Accessibility
Standard (NIMAS). NIMAS helps state and local education agencies meet
IDEA’s mandate to provide qualified students with alternate-format versions of
core curricular materials, such as textbooks.

In this session, David H. Rose, Principal Investigator of the federally funded
NIMAS Development and Technical Assistance Centers as well as AIM
Consortium, discusses the progress being made in the field of accessible
instructional materials—and what must happen next.

Beyond the Foundation: The Promise of UDL in
Learning to Read and Write 

Tracey Hall, Ph.D., Senior Research Scientist, CAST

Over the past decade, Congress has dramatically reshaped academic
expectations for students with disabilities, establishing their right to
participate and progress in the general education curriculum. This has
brought new opportunities but also new challenges for such students,
particularly in the areas of reading and writing, where print-based curriculum
can present barriers to learning.

Presenter surveys recent research and innovations at CAST that leverage
flexible new multimedia to scaffold reading and writing for students with low
and high incidence disabilities. This will include a discussion of work led by
Dr. Hall to develop and research a universally designed, web-based science
report writing tool that incorporates “process-writing” strategies and progress
monitoring. Formative evaluation of the tool’s effectiveness showed significant
improvements in the writing skills during school-based implementations with
300 students, including those with disabilities.

Beyond K-12: UDL and the Transition to
Postsecondary and Workplace

Bob Hughes, Associate Professor of Adult Education, Seattle University

The challenges faced by students with disabilities at the K-12 level don’t
disappear once they move on to postsecondary learning or the workforce. In
fact, students who have challenges with print-based curricula face similar—
and significant—challenges in college, in technical training programs, in
workplace learning, and in using technical manuals and other workplace
curricular materials. As adult learners, these students’ learning needs are
often compounded by the expectation that they do not need any learning
supports. The presenter will discuss ways in which Universal Design for
Learning in postsecondary and workplace learning environments can address
the needs of individuals who struggle with reading/writing and help build their
literacy skills within the context of their professional training.

Principles and Best Practices of Universal Design for Learning
Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is a research-based framework for designing curriculum—that is, educational goals, methods, materials, and
assessments—that enable all individuals to gain knowledge, skills, and enthusiasm for learning. This is accomplished by simultaneously providing
rich supports for learning and reducing barriers to the curriculum, while maintaining high achievement standards for all students. Students are
provided with scaffolds and supports to help them master standards-based content, to master learning strategies, and to be engaged in their
learning. In this symposium, presenters explore ways in which UDL can strengthen teaching and learning for diverse individuals.

Chair: David H. Rose, Ph.D., Co-founder and Chief Education Officer, CAST

S122 SYMPOSIUM

SATURDAY
P half day 1:30 - 4:20 p.m. NOV. 1
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SATURDAY
NOV. 1  1:30 - 4:20 p.m. P half day

Emerging Philosophies/Enriching the Academic
Experience for Students With Disabilities

Christy Lendman, Ed.D., Educational & Disability Consultant, Recording for
the Blind and Dyslexic (RFB&D)

Lydia Block, Ph.D., Learning Specialist, Ohio Wesleyan University

Speakers will focus on emerging philosophies including Universal Design and
Differentiating Instruction and their application to postsecondary settings.
Specific instructional strategies will be discussed and demonstrated.
Participants will be given information about these strategies and a case study
approach will be utilized to help them understand the application to
classroom learning and teaching.

Examining the Role of Accommodation:
Strategies for Considering Accommodation in
the Classroom Context 

Nicole Ofiesh, Ph.D., Professor of Special Education, Director, Special
Education Credential & Master’s Degree programs, Notre Dame de Namur
University

Traditionally, accommodation has been interpreted to mean helping the
student access materials, instruction, or exams in a meaningful way by
considering their disability as a factor. This has happened primarily outside
the classroom either in a separate space or in the Disability Resources Office.
Speaker will discuss accommodation in the classroom context and explore
differences between effective instruction and accommodations. Attendees 
will gain a greater understanding of how learning disabilities can interfere
with the acquisition of knowledge and what can be done to foster learning 
for all students.

Technology: A Key Element in Accessing
Curriculum and Instruction 

George Kerscher, Senior Program Advisor, Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic

In recent years, advances in technology have improved course access for
students with dyslexia and other learning disabilities. The way that material is
presented in the classroom can be enhanced by technology, as well as
materials that students use outside of the classroom. This segment will
demonstrate various technologies, software and their applications to learning.

The Important Role of Teaching and Learning in Creating the
Academic College Experience for Students with Learning Disabilities

In the 1960’s the first legislation was passed that recognized the fact that students with disabilities had unique learning needs and needed
support in school. Initially, the focus was on the K-12 system and what could be done to make this student population successful. In the
1970’s LD students began to show up in small numbers on college campuses. There was little in place for them. In 1973, the Rehabilitation
Act, Section 504 was passed which mandated college level accommodations and services. This was followed by the Americans with
Disabilities Act in 1990.

Initially, the focus was on establishing Disability Services Offices and providing accommodations such as extra time on exams, and books on
tape. In the early 1990’s the Association on Higher Education and Disability began to look beyond accommodation towards Universal Design
and other instructional practices that focused on good teaching for all students.

Now, the challenge has become: how can curriculum and instruction be designed to take into consideration all learners and build in
necessary accommodations for students with disabilities? An additional challenge is how this type of inclusive education can become part of
the agenda on college campuses.

This Symposium will explore strategies that consider the learning needs of LD students in the classroom setting, ways of incorporating
accommodations into the classroom effectively and the important role of technology in adapting materials so that they are accessible.

Chair: Lydia Block, Ph.D., Learning Specialist, Ohio Wesleyan University

S123 SYMPOSIUM
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Introduction/Ice Breaker

Nancy Hennessy, M.Ed., President, The Consulting Network; IDA Past
President; Ben Foss, Head Researcher, Independent Living, Digital Health
Group

FutureClassrooms®: 
Tomorrow’s Classrooms Today

Gordon F. Sherman, Ph.D., Executive Director, The Newgrange School &
Education Center; IDA Past President

The digital world is racing forward. Meanwhile, today’s schools operate as
relics of a bygone era. To prepare today’s students for tomorrow, future
classrooms must be more than fully loaded with laptops and smart boards.
FutureClassrooms® redefine traditional teaching and learning paradigms and
recast “learning disabilities” as promising manifestations of cerebrodiversity.
Glimpse the future as the FutureClassrooms® Initiative launches at the
Newgrange School.

Celebrity Speaker

Stephen J. Cannell, Film/TV
Producer, Author, Emmy Award
Winning Producer; Chairman,
Cannell Studios

Mr. Cannell is a bestselling
author of 12 novels, Emmy
award-winning writer/produc-
er, and Chairman of Cannell
Studios. He has overcome
dyslexia to become one of
television’s most prolific writ-
ers. His hits include The
Rockford Files, Greatest
American Hero, The A-Team, Hunter, Riptide, Hardcastle & McCormick, 21
Jump Street, Wiseguy, The Commish, Profit, and the syndicated shows,
Renegade and Silk Stalkings.

PANEL DISCUSSION:
Pitfalls and Possibilities: 
Sharing of Stories & Experiences

Chandler Schaak, Community Speaker, Self Advocate

Ben Foss, Head Researcher, Independent Living, Digital 
Health Group

Caroline E. Bailey, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Social
Work, California State University, Fullerton

Teen Symposium: Recognize the Challenges 
and Celebrate the Differences of Dyslexia! 

Co-Chairs: Nancy Hennessy, M.Ed., President, The Consulting Network; IDA Past President; 
Ben Foss, Head Researcher, Independent Living, Digital Health Group

Let’s take time out to celebrate the dyslexic mind! This session is designed just for YOU, teens with dyslexia (ages 12-20). You are invited to:

• Learn about the uniqueness of the dyslexic brain

• Listen to the stories of talented and successful teens & adults with dyslexia

• Share your thoughts and questions about your experiences

There will be guest speakers, a panel discussion, and table talk on various topics.

We promise a positive, energizing experience as well as some great snacks, and a few surprises – even some prizes! Please join us in
celebrating who you are!
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Strategic Networking Session
for International Participants 

Charles W. Haynes, Ed.D., Associate Professor
and Clinical Supervisor, Graduate Program in
Communication Sciences & Disorders,
Massachusetts General Hospital Institute of Health
Professions; IDA Board Member

Guinevere Eden, D.Phil., Associate Professor,
Department of Pediatrics, Georgetown University
Medical Center; Director, Center for the Study of
Learning; IDA President Elect; 2008 Conference
Chair

This small-group open session is designed for
international participants to meet members of IDA
Global Partners, who will be available to advise
participants on setting up dyslexia organizations
and/or advancing dyslexia efforts in other countries.

All participants should be prepared to give a 3-4
minute (maximum) summary of your current efforts
and challenges. Bring cards with your contact
information! Registration for this session is strongly
encouraged.

Oral Language: A Pathway 
to Expository Text
Comprehension and
Expression 

Margie Gillis, Ed.D., Project Director, Haskins
Laboratories 

Linda Liss-Bronstein, CCC-SLP, Haskins Literacy
Specialist, Haskins Laboratories

Presenters will discuss the language requirements
for expository text and present methods for
supporting students’ ability to organize and
express expository knowledge.
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Private Practice
Considerations 

Ellen Linsky, Ed.D., Certified Educational
Therapist, Private Practice

The presenter will discuss and demonstrate various
aspects of working with children individually in a
private practice. Considerations covered will include
referrals, collaboration, practice management,
fostering phonemic awareness, early reading and
spelling, writing at various ages, and study skills.

Early Literacy Through 
MSL-OG: A Proactive Response 

Julie Do, Special Educator, Mililani Ike Elementary
School 

Roberta Kim, Mililani Ike Elementary School

The Early Literacy Support project, an effective
approach to providing intervention for very young
at-risk students, will be presented. Speakers will
share reasons for forming an intervention group,
the identification process, as well as planning and
implementation of the MSL-OG approach with
young students.

The New Classroom:
Multisensory and Digital
Education 

Susan Gnagy Fegan, M.S., Middle School
Language Chair, The Jemicy School

John Bruns, M.S., English Educator; Developer of
Emerging Classroom Technologies, The Jemicy
School

Explore the potential to revolutionize multisensory
teaching! Honor basic VAKT principles, integrating
dynamic lessons with new SMART Board
technology in every classroom. Demonstrations
apply across all curricula.

SATURDAY
NOV. 1  1:30 - 2:20 p.m. P 50 minutes
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Register by September 15 and take advantage of

the Early Bird discount registration fee.
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Project Early I.D.: An RTI
Literacy Program for the Early
Childhood Classroom 

Susan Lloyd Lattimore, Ed.M., Special Educator,
Reading Specialist, Project Manager, Baltimore City
Public School System and Project Early I.D.

Charlene Iannone-Campbell, M.A.T., Reading
Specialist, Baltimore City Public School System and
Project Early I.D.

The presenters will demonstrate an RTI framework
that delivers services to early childhood students
with less-developed literacy skills, and outlines
steps for educators and parents with details about
assessments and responsive instruction.

The Roots of Language: How
English Morphology Works 

Gina Cooke, M.A., Trainer & Director, Valley of
Peoria Learning Center, 32° Masonic Learning
Centers for Children, Inc.

What’s the difference between roots and base
words? How do the origins of English influence
word formation patterns? This session offers a
deeper understanding of how English builds words
and meaning.

Questions and Dialogue:
Guiding the Construction of
Knowledge 

Kathy Keafer, Research and Curriculum Director,
National Institute for Learning Development

The presenter will discuss theoretical
underpinnings of quality questions and the
dialogue that follows that lead to thoughtful
construction of knowledge. The session will also
include demonstrations of well-conceived lessons
that use dialogue as central to learning.

Project Read Phonics 

Victoria E. Greene, Program Author, Language
Circle/Project Read 

This session will provide participants with practical
strategies and processes for intervention and
remediation building proficiencies with Project
Read Phonics. This research-based curriculum for
grades K-3 regular education intervention and K-6
special education remediation provides explicit
multisensory strategies and processes for reading
decoding, reading comprehension, and spelling.

(PRODUCT PRESENTATION)

SATURDAY
P 50 minutes  1:30 - 2:20 p.m. NOV. 1
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How the Components of the
RAVE-O Program Incorporate
Principles of the Reading Brain 

Maryanne Wolf, Ed.D., Director, Center for
Reading and Language Research, Tufts University 

Mirit Barzillai, M.A., Doctoral Student, Tufts
University 

Elizabeth Norton, B.A., Doctoral Student, Tufts
University 

The presenters describe how principles of the
reading brain’s development inform reading inter-
vention, and discuss results from several ongoing
studies that illustrate the importance of training
across multiple linguistic components in reading.

SATURDAY
P 110 minutes  2:30 - 4:20 p.m. NOV. 1
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“As a teacher working with
students with learning

disabilities, I always bring 
back useful ideas and

information for myself and
colleagues from IDA.” 

Visit our Exhibit Hall!
Please see page 96 for a list of Exhibitors!

(as of July 20, 2008)
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Writing Instruction for
Adolescents with Language
Learning Disabilities 

Penelope Webster, Ed.D., Associate Professor,
University of New Hampshire

This presentation will focus on meeting the writing
instructional needs of adolescents with language
learning disabilities. Scientifically validated self-
regulatory strategies for general and specific genre
use will be illustrated.

Multisensory Math with
Morphemes and Manipulatives:
Linking Language to Concepts
before Teaching Procedures 

Marilyn Zecher, M.A., CALT, Private Academic
Therapist & Instructor: Multisensory Mathematics 
I & II, Atlantic Seaboard Dyslexia Education Center

Participants will receive hands-on practice in
linkage of mathematical language and concepts
through concrete manipulatives and morpheme
instruction with a focus on explicit teaching of the
concepts of place value, multiplication and division,
and fractions.

Issues in Phonology 

Marcia Mann, CCC/SLP, Consultant, Private
Practice

Ellen Gilbert, CCC/SLP, Private Practice 

This session provides information about the
phonetic and physiologic structure of the language:
vowels and consonants, voiced and voiceless
cognates, phonetic environments, and their affect
on spelling, reading, speech, and comprehension.

Practical Tips for Implementing
Response to Intervention (RTI) 

Susan Long Hall, Ed.D., Founder and President,
95 Percent Group Inc.

Although the idea of RTI is simple, implementation
is complex. In this session, attendees will learn
practical tips to implement RTI and receive a 
handout that includes a master schedule,
alternative delivery models, and a RTI coordinator
job description.

Two Minutes of Phonemic
Awareness: Exercises for
Tutoring Lessons 

Carol Woods, Tutor, Masonic Children’s Learning
Centers; Director, Cincinnati Center 

Sara Harig, Tutor, Masonic Children’s Learning
Centers; Master Teacher, Cincinnati Center 

This presentation explores activities that when
incorporated in tutoring lessons help students
develop and refine their phonemic awareness.

Applying Reading Strategies
Across the Content Areas in
Middle and High School 

Ann Dolbear, M.Ed., Curriculum Development
Team, The Carroll School

Isabel Wesley, M.Ed., Curriculum Development
Team, The Carroll School

In middle and high school, struggling readers must
deal with reading content. In this session, the
presenters will teach specific comprehension
strategies for questioning, clarifying, predicting,
and summarizing.

SATURDAY
NOV. 1  2:30 - 3:20 p.m. P 50 minutes
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November 11-14
Walt Disney’s Dolphin Hotel
Orlando, FL

October 27-30
Phoenix Convention Center
Phoenix, AZ

2009 2010

UPCOMING!
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Beyond Phonics: The Art of
Making Spelling Interesting 

Diana Hanbury King, M.A., Founder/Director
Emeritus, The Kildonan School 

Teaching spelling affords teachers an opportunity
to engage students in an in-depth exploration of
single words. Students can become engaged in
discovering reasons for the most likely option
among multiple spellings by learning about
language of origin, morphology, and etymology.
This presentation will include film clips
demonstrating techniques for working with
students of different ages. Participants will learn
that spelling need never be boring.

Making Sense of Words:
Effective Vocabulary
Instruction 

Marcia K. Henry, Ph.D., Professor Emerita, San
Jose State University; IDA Past President 

Improving vocabulary for all students in all subject
areas requires assessing word knowledge and pro-
viding strategies for structured word analysis, con-
text clues, dictionary and thesaurus use, word
association, and figurative language. The presenter
will share, in a user-friendly manner, results, con-
clusions, and classroom applications of vocabulary
research.

Comprehension – The Essence
of Reading: Helping All
Children Understand What
They Read 

Donna Knoell, Ph.D., Educational Consultant

The presenter will offer strategies to enable both
dyslexic and regular education students to
comprehend what they read. The session will
include discussion of how decoding, vocabulary,
and fluency affect comprehension.

OG for PE: Connections in
Learning 

Jane Wren Baker, M.S., Director of Research &
Training, The Jemicy School

Gage Monk, The Jemicy School 

Functional movement and thinking skills improved
for students who received a movement-based
intervention that uses Orton Gillingham principles
as part of physical education instruction. The
purpose for this presentation is to share data,
methods, and significant evidence for further
investigation.

Secondary Reading
Interventions for Young
Readers: Focus on Fluency 

Wendy Peia Oakes, Doctoral Fellow, Arizona State
University 

Linda Barr, Arizona Literacy and Learning Center

The presenters will share the results and
implications of a research study on the effect of a
two-part reading intervention for young readers in
Tier 2: accuracy and fluency. The influence of
challenging behavior will be explored.

How Playful, Evidence-Based
Strategies Overcome Learning
Delays 

Stephanie Capshaw, MA OTR, Assistant Clinical
Professor, Academic Fieldwork Coordinator,
University of Texas at El Paso, College of Health
Sciences 

This interactive session demonstrates how to
reduce costly remediation for children in K-3 who
struggle with poor fine motor skills, visual
perceptual deficiencies, and brain-to-page
weaknesses that surface during writing activities.

Phonology + Phonics +
Morphology = Orthography:
Three Converging Paths to
Automatic Word Recognition
and Spelling 

Nancy Cushen White, Ed.D., Associate Clinical
Professor/Program Specialist, Adolescent
Medicine-Pediatrics-UCSF/Special Education-San
Francisco USD 

The presenter discusses phonics and beyond.
Basic knowledge of grapheme-phoneme
relationships may be sufficient for reading and
spelling one-syllable words, but analysis of word
structure (i.e., morphology) is needed to learn to
read and spell multisyllable words.

Teaching Subject Matter to
Students Who Struggle with
Reading, Writing, and Spelling 

C. Wilson Anderson, Jr., MAT, President,
Education Consultants of the Midwest, Inc.; 
IDA Past President

Some students, through no fault of their own,
present special challenges that many teachers 
are not educated or trained to meet. Participants
will learn to help students master content, by
teaching vocabulary, thinking skills, and writing 
tips for tests.

SATURDAY
P 50 minutes  3:30 - 4:20 p.m. NOV. 1
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“I gained an amazing 

amount of information 

at this conference. . . 

I highly recommend the IDA

Annual Conference to anyone

that deals with struggling or

dyslexic readers.”






